THE CARE, MANAGEMENT, AND NURSING OF
SICK ANIMALS

IN former times the practice of medicine largely consisted in the
administration of drugs; the natural powers of recovery were not
sufficiently appreciated, and when cases terminated favourably
the result was too often attributed to the medicinal agents em-
ployed. Little attention was devoted to hygiene, dietetics, and
careful nursing; and if the patients refused to feed, fluid nutriments
and alcoholic stimulants were forcibly administered in the form of
draughts. The beneficial effects of pure air were ignored, and
the proper ventilation of the stable and byre was neglected.
A marked change has now been 'brought about in the principles
of treatment; the forcible administration of draughts of either
medicinal agents or fluid nutriments is as far as possible avoided,
and we recognize the importance of careful nursing in all species
of patients, and also the necessity for adequate ventilation and
attention to the general comfort of the animals, Drugs, especially
those exerting a drastic action, are now less frequently prescribed,
and are more commonly administered in the form of electuary,
in the drinking water, by hypodermic injection, or by stomach
tube, as the risks attendant upon the administration of draughts
are clearly recognized.

The Care and Nursing of Sick Horses*
The horse, when ill, requires careful management and nursing,
but, except in adequately equipped and well-managed stables,
it is difficult to obtain skilled attendants as nurses.
The housing of the patient under hygienic conditions con-
stitutes a highly important factor in the treatment of disease.
Good nursing consists in great measure in attending to the
animal's comfort. In the case of horses in stables a loose-box
is much preferable to a standing stall, In a loose-box the patient
enjoys comparative freedom of movement, a matter the im-
portance of which is generally insufficiently appreciated.
The proper ventilation of the stable should, if possible, be
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